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ABSTRACT: The spontaneous polarization of domains in
ferroelectric materials has been used to spatially separate
photogenerated electrons and holes, reducing recombination
and thereby improving the efficiency of photochemical
reactions. Here, the influence of the magnitude of the
polarization on photochemical reactivity is investigated. The
magnitude of the out-of-plane component of the polarization
was characterized by scanning Kelvin probe force microscopy
(KFM). By examining crystals with orientations that deviate
by only a few degrees from (001), two types of domains were
identified: those with polarization vectors nearly perpendicular to the surface and those with polarization vectors nearly parallel
to the surface. The photochemical reactivity was measured using topographic atomic force microscopy to determine the amount
of Ag+ (Pb2+) that was photochemically reduced (oxidized) to Ag (PbO2) on the surface. For the reduction reaction, the
reactivities of domains with polarizations nearly perpendicular to the surface were only about 3 times greater than the
reactivities of the domains with polarizations nearly parallel to the surface, indicating that, for this reaction, the magnitude of the
out-of-plane polarization is less important than its sign. For the oxidation of lead, only the domains with polarizations nearly
perpendicular to the surface were reactive, indicating that for this reaction, both the sign and magnitude of the polarization are
important.
KEYWORDS: photochemical reactivity, ferroelectric domain, polarization, BaTiO3, atomic force microscopy,
Kelvin probe force microscopy

■ INTRODUCTION
Ferroelectric metal oxides have been studied extensively for
their applications in photochemistry.1−8 The interest in
ferroelectrics stems from the fact that the spontaneous
polarization within ferroelectric domains can separate photo-
generated electrons and holes and thus minimize the
recombination of charge carriers, as well as the back reaction
of intermediates. By avoiding losses from recombination, the
efficiencies of photochemical reactions can potentially be
improved and evidence to support this has been reported.9−12

Similar observations have been reported for materials in which
surface polarization arises from other mechanisms.13−15 For
the design of optimal photocatalysts, it is important to
understand how the magnitude of the polarization (or charge)
at the surface influences photochemical reactivity yet little is
known about this. In the current paper, we experimentally
explore the effect of the magnitude of the polarization on
photochemical reactivity.
The magnitude of the ferroelectric polarization in the

direction perpendicular to the surface is determined by three
factors. The first is the intrinsic strength of the polarization
determined by the structure itself. For example, the polar-
ization of BaTiO3 is 26 μC/cm2 in the [001] direction16 and
the polarization of the BiFeO3 is 6.1 μC/cm2 in the [111]
direction.17 The second factor is the size of the depolarization

field, which partially compensates the ideal polarization.3,18

Depolarization fields depend on a number of factors, including
the environment.3 The third factor is the orientation of the
polarization axis with respect to the surface of interest.
Intuitively, one would expect that a larger magnitude of
polarization would lead to improved charge separation and
greater photochemical reactivity. Thus, when the polarization
axis is perpendicular (parallel) to the surface, it should have the
maximum (minimum) effect on the reactivity. To our
knowledge, the only systematic studies of such reactivity are
calculations by Glickstein et al.,19 which show that the
reactivity increases with the magnitude of the polarization
but at a decreasing rate at larger polarizations. Here, we
compare the experimental reactivity of BaTiO3 surfaces within
a few degrees of the (001) to the orientation of the
polarization axis with respect to the surface, which determines
the magnitude of the out-of-plane surface polarization.
BaTiO3 is a well-known ferroelectric material and a UV light

absorbing, semiconducting photocatalyst.20 The spontaneous
polarization in BaTiO3 is along the [001] direction,21 and the
out-of-plane component of the polarization on the surface
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depends on the orientation of the polarization with respect to
the surface plane. By using the polished surface of a
polycrystalline ceramic, we can access a range of surface
orientations within a few degrees of (001) and identify these
surface orientations by electron backscatter diffraction
(EBSD). The nucleation and the growth of ferroelectric
domains are known to depend on the cooling rate.22−24

Quenching ferroelectrics (including BaTiO3) through the
phase transition is known to change the structure of the
domains.25−27 Here, the density of 90 and 180° domain
boundaries is controlled via quenching, which thus controls the
types of polarization vectors present at the surface.
The purpose of this work is to examine the influence of the

magnitude of the polarization on the photochemical reactivity.
Crystals with near (001) orientations were located on the
surfaces of polycrystalline BaTiO3 samples. Domains with
polarizations approximately perpendicular or parallel to the
sample surface are readily identified by the distinct shapes of
180 and 90° domain walls. To confirm the variations in the
local surface polarization across domains, the surface potential
is measured by Kelvin probe force microscopy (KFM).28 The
relative amounts of reaction products on the surfaces of
different domains after a fixed time interval are taken as a
measure of the relative reactivity.13 These relative amounts,
after the photochemical reduction of silver and oxidation of
lead, are measured using atomic force microscopy
(AFM).29−32 The results demonstrate that, for the reduction
reaction, a greater polarization leads to a greater photo-
chemical reactivity but that as the magnitude of the
polarization increases, the gains in reactivity become smaller.
For the lead oxidation reaction, however, products form only
on the domains with the greatest negative polarization. These
results are consistent with prior calculations of the relationship
between the magnitude of the polarization in BaTiO3 and the
average surface photocurrents.19

■ EXPERIMENTAL METHODS
Dense polycrystalline BaTiO3 samples were prepared as follows.
BaTiO3 powder (99.7%, Alfa Aesar) was mixed with a few drops of
PVA as a binder and uniaxially compressed at 570 MPa in a 1 cm
diameter cylindrical die (using methanol as a lubricant) to form a
pellet with a thickness of ∼2 mm. The pellet was then placed in a
covered Al2O3 crucible, with some excess BaTiO3 powder at the
bottom to reduce potential contamination. Next, the sample was
calcined at 900 °C for 10 h to degas, sintered at 1230 °C for 10 h, and
finally annealed at 1360 °C for 3 h to grow the grains. All heating
processes were carried out in air. A flat and polished surface was
achieved through the consecutive use of 600, 800, and 1200 grit
silicon carbide abrasive papers (Buehler) and 9, 3, 1, and 0.05 μm
diamond suspensions (Buehler). The specimen was then thinned to
∼800 μm by grinding the opposite side. We found that the surface
potential measurement worked better on thinner samples, presumably
because of the lower through-thickness resistance. The sample was
loaded with a force of ∼450 g during the grinding and the polishing
process. The polished sample was then wiped with cotton swabs and
ultrasonically cleaned in water. Finally, the sample was annealed at
1225 °C for 4 h to repair polishing damage and thermally etch the
grain boundaries; it was cooled at 5 °C/min. Visible light microscopy
indicated that the grain size was in the range of 10−100 μm. Some of
the samples were then heated to 200 °C, well above the 120 °C Curie
temperature of BaTiO3,

33 and subsequently quenched in deionized
(DI) water at room temperature. Quenching increases the density of
180° domain boundaries, but the domain structure of the quenched
sample evolves with time, ultimately reducing the density of 180°
domain boundaries.34 Thus, experiments must be carried out soon
after quenching.

Electron backscatter diffraction was used to measure the
orientations of the crystals at the surface of the BaTiO3 ceramic.
The diffraction patterns were acquired using a Quanta 200 (FEI)
scanning electron microscope (SEM) system. Typical microscope
parameters were as follows: 70° for the angle between the electron
beam and the sample surface, 20 kV for the accelerating voltage, 5.0
nm for the spot size, and 10 mm for the working distance. The same
system was also used in secondary electron (SE) scanning mode, with
similar parameters except for the angle being 0°. EBSD patterns were
recorded with a step size of ∼1 μm. A description of the EBSD data
processing can be found in the Supporting Information.

Photochemical marker reactions were used to measure the
photochemical reactivity, as described previously.29−32 The photo-
reduction of silver (Ag+(aq)→ Ag(s)) and the photooxidation of lead
(Pb2+(aq) → PbO2(s)) deposit insoluble products on the surfaces
that mark the reaction locations; the amounts of each product phase
indicate the relative photochemical reactivity.35−37 An O-ring was
placed on top of the sample, and a few drops of 0.115 M AgNO3
(Acros) or Pb(CH3COO)2 (MilliporeSigma) aqueous solution were
added to fill the volume enclosed by the O-ring. A quartz slip was
then placed on top to seal the system by capillarity and provide a
uniform exposure surface. Afterward, the whole assembly was
illuminated by a mercury lamp (Newport) operated at 300 W for 7
s for silver reduction and 180 s for lead oxidation. Skin and eyes must
be protected to prevent damage from UV radiation during the
illumination. After the reaction, the quartz slip and the O-ring were
removed and the sample was rinsed in DI water to remove the excess
salts. The sample was then dried with compressed air. Note that the
order of the reactions appears to influence the reactivity for the
photooxidation of lead. If the sample is first used to photoreduce
silver, cleaned, and then used to photooxidize lead, the rate of the
oxidation reaction is greater than if a fresh surface is used. This is
presumably because of residual silver (not visible in SEM or AFM
images) that contaminates the surface and promotes the reaction.

The surface topography after the photochemical reactions was
characterized by AFM using an NTEGRA (NT-MDT) microscope
operated in semicontact mode. The Gwyddion software package38

was employed to process and analyze the data. All topographic AFM
images were leveled using the “median level” and “remove arc”
operations to create a flat baseline before extracting the profiles. After
each reaction, the surface was wiped with cotton swabs and cleaned
ultrasonically. The surface was observed again under AFM to ensure
that there were no observable reaction products. The same
microscope was then used to map the surface potential by KFM in
noncontact mode. Pt/Ir-coated conductive probes were used for KFM
and a voltage of 6.5 V was applied while scanning. The KFM images
were also processed using Gwyddion software package.38

■ RESULTS
The EBSD data were used to identify grains with surface
orientations near (001); examples can be found in Figure S1. A
topographic AFM image of the surface after the photochemical
reduction of silver is shown in Figure 1a,b for the sample that
was slow-cooled (quenched). The orientations of the surfaces
in Figure 1a,b were both measured to be less than 5° from the
(001) orientation. The bright striped contrast in the AFM
images corresponds to the reduced metallic silver. The darkest
contrast arises from polishing scratches and grain boundaries.
Ninety degree domain walls have {110} orientations,39 and
they intercept the surfaces along straight lines, as observed in
both AFM images. The “ladderlike” patterns arise from typical
arrangements of two different 90° domain walls; this feature is
characteristic of (001) oriented surfaces. One hundred and
eighty degree domain walls can take any orientation in the
[001] zone, are curved, and form closed loops on the (001)
surface. These boundaries are most obvious on the surface of
the quenched sample in Figure 1b.
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The heights of the photochemically reduced silver deposits
are used as a measure of the photochemical reactivity for
reduction. We focus here on the reactivity in the areas within
the ladders (we will comment briefly on the reactivity in the
areas between the ladders in the Discussion section). In the
slowly cooled sample shown in Figure 1a, there is primarily
one level of reactivity for the area inside the ladder. But for the
quenched sample shown in Figure 1b, there are two levels of

reactivity for the area inside the ladder. The height profiles in
Figure 1c,d are consistent with that qualitative observation.
The horizontal dotted lines indicate the average of the
maximum heights of each silver stripe. For the quenched
sample, the height of the silver deposit on the more reactive
domain (red lines) is about 3 times larger than that on both
the less reactive domain in the quenched sample (blue lines)
and the reactive domains in the slowly cooled sample (black
lines). Note, a similar domain pattern was observed previously
using the conventional etching technique.40

KFM was used to probe the surface potentials of the
ferroelectric domains that have different levels of photo-
chemical reactivity for the reduction of silver. Representative
topographic AFM images and the associated KFM images of
both the slowly cooled and the quenched samples are shown in
Figure 2. These two grains are 6° from the (001) orientation
(see Figure S1 for details). Some of the dark contrast in the
topographic AFM images correlates to scratches and pits on
the BaTiO3 surface. Note that these features have only a minor
influence on the contrast in the surface potential images. The
KFM image in Figure 2b appears to have two levels of surface
potential in a striped pattern, and the image in Figure 2e
appears to have four levels of surface potential, with stripes
superimposed on regions separated by curved lines. To obtain
average values for these different contrast levels, rectangular
boxes were drawn on the KFM images, as marked in Figure
2b,e, so that each box includes ∼300 data points. The average
value and the standard deviation of the points within each box
were calculated and are plotted as a function of location, where
each location is denoted by a capital letter, A−F. The profiles
in Figure 2c,f confirm that two levels of surface potential are
observed on the slowly cooled sample, whereas four levels of
surface potential are observed on the quenched sample. In
addition, note that in Figure 2e, continuous, straight, vertically

Figure 1. (a, b) Topographic AFM images on a BaTiO3 surface with
an orientation close to (001) after a photochemical reaction in
aqueous silver nitrate solution. The sample was annealed and (a)
cooled at the rate of 5 °C/min in air (b) quenched in DI water at
room temperature. The topographic contrast in both images is 140
nm from black to white. (c, d) The height profiles along the lines in
(a) and (b). The horizontal dotted lines show the average height of
the deposits.

Figure 2. (a, d) Topographic AFM images and the associated (b, e) surface potential images. (a) and (b) are within the (L) grain region, as
indicated in Figure S1; this BaTiO3 sample was cooled at the rate of 5 °C/min in air. (d) and (e) are from the (R) grain region identified in Figure
S1; this BaTiO3 sample was quenched in DI water at room temperature. The black-to-white contrast is (a) 150 nm, (b) 140 mV, (d) 90 nm, and
(e) 190 mV. (c, f) The average surface potential and standard deviation calculated from the data points within the box marked by the same letter
and the same color in (b) and (e). The lines are added to guide the eye.
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aligned 90° domains are interrupted by a curved, diagonal 180°
domain wall and that the relative potentials on either side of
the 180° wall are inverted. In other words, the brighter of the
two 90° domains below the 180° boundary changes to the
darker of the two domains above the boundary. This is also
evident from the average potentials in Figure 2f. It is noted that
the absolute surface potential measurements in KFM images
can vary with the instrument setup and the KFM probe itself,
so we focus on the relative values of the potentials within
Figure 2b,e rather than the specific values of the potentials.
Figure 3a−c shows a topographic AFM image, the

corresponding KFM image, and a topographic AFM image
after silver photoreduction of the same area on a quenched
BaTiO3 sample; the field of view is within the grain labeled “L”
in Figure S1. The two darkest regions on both topography
images arise from two surface pits. The domain pattern in the
surface potential map, Figure 3b, matches the silver deposition
pattern in Figure 3c. Consistent with the data in Figure 2, four
levels of surface potential and two levels of photocathodic
reactivity can be identified in Figure 3b,c, respectively. Figure
3d−f compares a topographic AFM image, the corresponding
KFM image, and a topographic AFM image at the same
location on the surface inside grain “R” (as labeled in Figure
S1) after illumination in an aqueous lead acetate solution. The
dark circle at the bottom left corner in the topographic images
arises from a surface pit. Some of the 90° domain walls visible
in the KFM map can also be identified in Figure 3d. The
reaction product appears as a bright even coating, as shown in
Figure 3f. Compared to Figure 3c, the oxidation product is
found on the domains with the lowest potential instead of
those with the higher potential; these are the photoanodic
domains. Furthermore, only a single level of oxidation
reactivity is apparent in Figure 3f, compared with the two
levels of reduction activity. It is not clear why there are not two

different photoanodic areas on the surface with different
reactivities (parallel to the two photocathodic areas). However,
this might be related to the fact that the oxidation reaction is
more complex than the reduction reaction. The photoanodic
reaction requires four charge carriers compared with one, is
mediated by hydroxyl radicals,37 and is driven by minority
carriers. Another possible reason that the photoanodic reaction
is weaker than the photocathodic reaction is the different
driving forces. In both cases, the overall reactivity is limited by
the slower of the two half reactions. For the photocathodic
reaction, this is the oxidation of water, and for the photoanodic
reaction, it is the oxidation of Pb2+. The lead oxidation level of
1.46 V/normal hydrogen electrode (NHE),41 compared to the
water oxidation level of 1.23 V/NHE,41 is closer to the valence
band edge of BaTiO3 (∼3.2 V/NHE)42 and thus provides a
smaller driving force for the oxidation reaction. Although a
variety of reaction times were explored, only a single level of
reactivity was observed.
Figure 4 shows topographic and surface potential profiles

extracted from the images in Figure 3b,c,e,f along the lines
drawn on the images. Each panel compares the profiles along
parallel lines separated by a 180° domain boundary.
Comparing the upper and lower panels makes it possible to
correlate the heights of the reaction products with the changes
in the surface potential. The horizontal dotted lines in Figure
4b,d indicate the average height at the maximum positions over
each deposit. When the curves are compared within panels
(a)−(c), it is clear that the 180° boundary inverts the surface
potential and the reactivity. For example, in panels (a) and (c),
the positions where the red (orange) line reaches a peak
(valley) are approximately the positions where the blue
(green) line reaches a valley (peak). Moreover, the maxima
of the solid lines (Figure 4b,d) approximately match the
maxima of the dotted lines (Figure 4a,c) of the same color.

Figure 3. (a) Topographic AFM image, (b) surface potential image, and (c) topographic AFM image after silver reduction. The images are from
the same area of the surface on the grain marked “L” in Figure S1. (d) Topographic AFM image, (e) surface potential image, and (f) topographic
AFM image after a photochemical reaction in a lead acetate solution. The images are from the same area of the surface on the grain marked “R” in
Figure S1. The black-to-white vertical scales are (a) 90 nm, (b) 220 mV, (c) 110 nm, (d) 63 nm, (e) 220 mV, and (f) 85 nm. The sample was
quenched in room temperature DI water.
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This is consistent with the images in Figure 3b,c,e,f, which
show that the surface potential map and the marker reaction
product height are correlated. We note that the correlation
between the surface potential and the heights of the silver
deposits in Figure 4 is not perfect. The main reason for this is
that the domain structure of the quenched sample evolves with
time, ultimately reducing the density of 180° domains.34 This
phenomenon is illustrated by the images in Figure S2. The
domain structure produced by quenching is not stable at room
temperature; the 180° domain walls are higher in energy than
the 90° domain walls43 and during several days of aging at
room temperature are mostly eliminated from the micro-
structure. Consistent with the results shown in Figure 1d, the
heights of the silver on the more reactive domain, as indicated
by the red solid line in Figure 4b, are about 3 times greater
than on the less reactive domain, as shown by the blue solid
line in Figure 4b.

■ DISCUSSION
In this study, we have found four distinguishable levels of
surface potential on the surfaces of quenched BaTiO3 grains
with near-(001) orientations (see Figure 2f). The four
potential levels were correlated to two areas of photocathodic
reactivity (see Figure 1d), one area of photoanodic reactivity
and one inert area. Using what is known about the domain
structure of BaTiO3, it is possible to construct a model for the
microstructure that explains these observations. To do so, a
surface potential map, recorded from the grain marked “R” in
Figure S1 that is 6.3° from [001], is shown in Figure 5a. The
topographic AFM image recorded after the silver reduction
reaction on the same area of grain R, is given in Figure 5d. In
both images, the boundaries between four representative
domains have been marked with black lines and the domains
have been labeled with numbers. To construct the model, four
assumptions are made. First, the spontaneous polarization is
along [001] in BaTiO3.

21 Second, straight domain walls at the
surface arise from the intersections with the surface of 90°
domain walls, which are twin planes with {110} orientations.39

Third, 90° domain walls are charge neutral, which means that
the two polarizations on either side should follow a head-to-tail
pattern. Fourth, 90° domain walls separate polarizations that
are perpendicular to each other, whereas the 180° domain
walls separate polarizations that are antiparallel to each other.
Note that the observed curvature of the 180° domain walls
(see Figure 5a) implies that these boundaries have some
charge when they are not parallel to the polarization.
Recalling that the photocathodic domains that reduce silver

have been shown to be positive domains where the
polarization points toward the surface,32 domains 1 and 2
can be assigned as positive domains. Because domain 1 is more
reactive, it can be assigned as having a larger polarization
magnitude. Thus, we assign domain 1 as having a positive
polarization nearly perpendicular to the surface (rotated by
about 6° from the surface normal). The assignment of the
remaining domains follows from the assumptions listed above.
Domains 1 and 4 (and 2 and 3) are separated by a 180°
boundary and are thus antiparallel to each other. Domains 1
and 3 (and 4 and 2) are separated by a 90° boundary, which

Figure 4. (a, c) Comparison of the surface potential corresponding to
the traces of the same color in Figure 3b,e. (b, d) Comparison of the
silver deposition height and the lead-containing product deposition
height along the traces of the same color in Figure 3c,f, respectively.
The horizontal dotted line shows the average deposition height.

Figure 5. (a) Surface potential image and (d) topographic AFM image after the photochemical reduction of silver of the same area within the (R)
grain region, as marked in Figure S1. The black-to-white contrast is 160 mV in (a) and 70 nm in (d). (b, e) Schematics showing the two possible
polarizations and the corresponding domain wall orientations on a (001) grain surface. (c, f) Three-dimensional schematics indicating the two
possible cases on a grain close to (001). The crystallographic coordinate system was slightly rotated in opposite directions, as shown by the insets in
(c) and (f).

ACS Applied Materials & Interfaces Research Article

DOI: 10.1021/acsami.8b16983
ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 2018, 10, 41450−41457

41454

http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsami.8b16983/suppl_file/am8b16983_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsami.8b16983/suppl_file/am8b16983_si_001.pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsami.8b16983/suppl_file/am8b16983_si_001.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acsami.8b16983


leads to two potential scenarios for domain orientations. If the
surface was in the exact (001) orientation, where the
polarization in domain 1 would be perpendicular to the
surface, the two cases are shown in Figure 5b,e. These
schematics are shown for simplicity. Schematics for the real
surface, where the orientation is rotated from (001) by about
6°, are shown as oblique projections in Figure 5c,f.
The surface reactivity now follows naturally from the

schematics in Figure 5c,f. Domain 1 has the largest positive
out-of-plane polarization magnitude. Domains of this sort have
the highest surface potential and reduce the most silver, as
shown in Figure 5a,d. Conversely, domain 4 has the largest
negative out-of-plane polarization magnitude. Domains of this
sort have the lowest surface potential and are photoanodic
(oxidize lead), as shown in Figure 3e,f. Because of the slight
rotation from the (001) orientation, domain 2 has a small
positive out-of-plane polarization component, whereas domain
3 has a small negative out-of-plane polarization component.
These small out-of-plane polarizations are apparently strong
enough to influence reactivity; domains with polarizations
similar to domain 3 suppress reduction, whereas domains with
polarizations similar to domain 2 promote reduction.
Apparently, the weak negative polarization of domain 3 did
not promote a second (weaker) level of reactivity for lead
oxidation but that observation does not contradict the model
for the domain orientation, surface potential, and reactivity.
While the schematics in Figure 5 account well for the results,

there is one significant difference: the surface potential in
domain 3 should be lower than that in domain 2, but this is not
the case in the image (Figure 5a). Similar results were obtained
for the domains shown in Figures 2 and 3 (in fact it was a
general observation). We believe that this is a result of the
microscope’s resolution, resulting in a convolution signal from
adjacent domains. The widths of the domains in Figure 5a,d
are only about 250 nm. When the tip measures the potential, it
is above the surface and affected by the electric field of the
neighboring domains. When the tip is over domain 3 (or
domain 2), the KFM measures a reduction (an increase) in the
local potential compared with domain 1 (domain 4) but actual
values in any domain are convolutions of the potentials from
adjacent domains. Thus, the strong out-of-plane component
dominates the measured value in these 90° domain ladders,
consistent with the observations.
As noted in the description of Figure 1, irregular contrast

from small amounts of reduced silver is sometimes observed in
the areas between the ladders. A striped pattern of silver is
sometimes visible and when it is, the angle at which the stripes
meet is 45°. (The left bottom part of Figure 1a is enlarged and
shown in Figure S3.) In other cases, the entire area is
unreactive or weakly reactive. These observations are
consistent with the model proposed above. These regions are
thought to have 90° domain boundaries, with the polarization
vectors nearly in the surface plane, as illustrated schematically
in Figure S4. In these cases, however, their out-of-plane
polarization is sensitive to the exact misalignment of the [001]
axis. In this case, alternating domains can have both small
positive out-of-plane components and small negative out-of-
plane components or small positive and negative out-of-plane
components can alternate. Thus, the contrast is weak and
variable, depending on the exact misorientation from [001].
The most interesting result from this work is that two sets of

domains with different magnitudes of the out-of-plane
polarization were induced by quenching BaTiO3; one set of

domains with out-of-plane polarizations almost perpendicular
to the surface and the other set of domains with nearly in-plane
polarizations. The photocathodic reactivity of domain 1, where
the positive polarization is almost perpendicular to the surface
and the out-of-plane polarization is 0.99 PBTO (full polarization
PBTO = 26 μC/cm2 for BaTiO3 at room temperature44), is only
about 3 times greater than the photocathodic reactivity of
domain 2, whose positive out-of-plane component of the
polarization is only 1/10th of that in domain 1 (sin 6° ≈ 0.1
PBTO). This is consistent with recent simulation results, where
the surface average hole current (related to the photochemical
reactivity) was correlated to the magnitude of the polarization
in multidomain BaTiO3 coated with thin TiO2 films.19 The
simulation results are plotted in Figure 6, with data points

marked by triangles (and a dashed line to guide the eye). It
should be mentioned that the relative current, I, on the vertical
axis (or relative polarization, P, on the horizontal axis) is
normalized by the current, IBTO, (or polarization PBTO) at full
polarization. Thus, at full polarization, the relative values of
current and polarization are 1 on this graph. The two sets of
vertical gray lines denote the location of sin 6° and sin 84°,
which correspond to the relative polarization values,
respectively, of domains 2 and 1 in Figure 5. It is clear that
the photochemical reactivity, indicated by the relative current
values at the horizontal gray lines, only increases by a factor of
2−3 when the magnitude of the polarization changes by a
factor of 10. In all of the topographic AFM images where two
levels of reactivity were observed for grains near the (001), the
relative heights of the silver deposits were approximately 3−1,
consistent with the results of the simulation.
There have been numerous previous studies of the

photochemical reactivity of ferroelectric materials using marker
reactions.31,32,45−49 The consistent conclusion has always been
that the product of the photoreduction reaction forms on
positive domains, where a positive component of the
polarization vector is directed toward the surface, whereas
the photooxidation product forms on spatially complementary
and oppositely charged domains, where the polarization has a
component directed into the bulk. The observations discussed
here are consistent with this prior interpretation. What is
surprising is that even domains with a very small positive out-
of-plane component, only 1/10 PBTO or ≈2−3 μC/cm2, are

Figure 6. Simulated dependence of the relative surface average hole
current on polarization magnitude, plotted using the simulation
results from ref 19. The gray vertical lines at sin 6° and sin 84°
correspond to domains 2 and 1 in Figure 5. The lines are added to
guide the eye.
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photocathodically activated. Moreover, our results support the
simulated results that indicate increasing the magnitude of the
out-of-plane component by a factor of 10 only increases the
reactivity by a factor of 3. This suggests that the sign of the
polarization is more important than the magnitude. A previous
study of BiFeO3 led to the same conclusion, but this was
attributed to the material’s properties, where the space charge
region in BiFeO3 is much larger than the penetration depth of
the light.45 For BaTiO3, this possibility can be excluded,
because the adsorption depth is estimated to be much larger
than the space charge region width.42 In contrast, a small
negative component of polarization is insufficient to promote
the photooxidation reaction, at least when it occurs on the
same surface as domains with a strong negative polarization.
Prior research on surfaces with random orientations suggests
that the negative polarization does not have to be oriented very
close to the normal direction to be active for oxidation.49

However, for the near (001) surfaces studied here, the only
photoanodic domains are those whose polarizations are
directed almost directly into the bulk.
The findings of the present study have important

implications in the design of ferroelectric photocatalysts, as
well as other photocatalysts that use surface charge to modify
internal fields. Our results confirm that significant modifica-
tions in local surface reactivity occur on surfaces with relatively
modest out-of-plane polarizations (or surface charge). This
indicates there are design opportunities in materials with near-
surface internal electric fields generated by other mechanisms,
most of which are generally thought to have smaller
polarization values than ferroelectricity, including polar surface
terminations,13 flexoelectric effects,14,15 and heterojunctions
between phases with different Fermi levels.50

■ CONCLUSIONS
Domains with different polarizations were induced in BaTiO3
grains with surface orientations close to (100) by quenching
polycrystalline ceramics. The multilevel domain structure led
to multilevel surface charge states (measured by KFM) and
multilevel photochemical reactivity. For the photoanodic
oxidation of lead, only those domains with negative polar-
izations close to the surface normal were reactive, indicating a
strong out-of-plane polarization is required. However, the
photocathodic deposition of Ag on domains with positive
polarizations 6° from the surface normal was only 3 times as
great as that on domains with positive polarizations 84° from
the sample normal, despite the 10-fold difference in out-of-
plane polarization. These results indicate that the photo-
cathodic reactivity increases with the magnitude of the
ferroelectric polarization but the influence of the magnitude
of the polarization on photochemical reactivity is diminished as
the polarization increases.
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EBSD data processing
The EBSD patterns were then indexed by the TSL orientation imaging microscopy (OIM) 

software using the high temperature cubic structure as the reference frame.  (The room 
temperature crystal structure of BaTiO3 is tetragonal, but the a/c ratio is close to 1.1  Therefore, 
while it is challenging for the EBSD system to distinguish the <100> directions from the [001] 
direction in the tetragonal structure, indexing in the cubic structure is straightforward).  The data 
was then processed using the following procedures to minimize the artifacts without altering the 
results. First, all data points with a confidence index lower than 0.1 were removed from the map 
and their pixels were colored black. Second, a grain dilation operation was applied with a 
tolerance angle of 5° and a minimum grain size of 10 pixels (grains were also required to contain 
multiple rows of pixels).  This dilation changed the orientations of only 6 % of the pixels.  
Finally, an average orientation was assigned to each grain, again using a 5° tolerance angle.

 
Figure S1 shows an inverse pole figure map of the BaTiO3 surface, where each color 

represents one distinguishable orientation in the standard stereographic triangle, as defined by 
the inset legend. The orientation (surface normal vector) of the grain labeled "L" is 6.1° from 
<001>. The orientation of the grain labeled "R" is 6.3° from <001>.  The designations R and L 
will be used to refer to these grains in the main text.

Figure S1.  Inverse pole figure map of the polycrystalline BaTiO3 surface.  The orientation 
associated with each color is defined by the inset legend, showing the standard stereographic 
triangle for cubic crystals. The left (L) and right (R) grains have orientations 6.1° and 6.3° from 
<001>, respectively.

To explore the domain structure evolution over time in a quenched BaTiO3 sample, 
photoreduction of silver was conducted on the same surface. By comparing the deposit pattern 
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right after quenching (as shown in Figure S2a and S2c) and 13 days after (as shown in Figure 
S2b and S2d), it can be observed that the domain structure evolved; most of the 180° domain 
walls disappeared. 

Figure S2. (a) and (c) Secondary electron image on a BaTiO3 surface with an orientation close 
to {001} after the photochemical reaction in aqueous silver nitrate solution. The sample was 
annealed and quenched in DI water at room temperature before the reaction. The surface was 
cleaned and the same silver photoreduction reaction was repeated after 13 days. The secondary 
electron image of the same area is shown in (b) and (d).

Figure S3. An enlarged image of the left bottom part of Figure 1a. The topographic contrast is 
35 nm from black to white.
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Figure S4. (a) and (b) The schematics showing the two possible polarizations and the 
corresponding domain wall orientations on a (001) grain surface, modified from Figure 5b and 
5e to explain the possible 45° stripes of weak reactivity between the ladders in Figure 1a.
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